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Cover Story
Vegetable Oil as an Alternative in Rubber and 
Plastic Industries
Dr. Samir Majumdar underlines the fact that vegetable oil may soon replace 
mineral oil in the production of rubber and plastic goods in view of the fact that 
natural, non-renewable resources are on the wane across the world.
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AIRIA News

A round-up of the various activities 
conducted by the All India Rubber 
Industries Association.

Imported Natural Rubber:  
A Cause for Concern
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Performance Tracking of Worn Tyres

A report by Bruce Davis published in 
Rubber and Plastic News states that 
Michelin has been advocating for more 
worn tyre safety.

Making Rubberized Asphalt Viable

Crumb rubber modified asphalt has 
viable path, as was revealed during a 
presentation at the Clemson University 
Global Tire Conference. A report.

Trademarks: An Important Business 
Tool

Dr. Bharati Dole, academician and 
management and IPR trainer and 
consultant, points out why trademarks are 
essential to the protection and success of 
any business.

Doing Business with Other Countries

Dr. Swati Karve, Founder and CEO, Swasti 
Institute for Learning and Development 
(P) Ltd., Pune, provides some important 
starters and pointers.

Ensuring Elastomer Quality, 
Consistency and Security

Process control systems ensure consistency 
and lot traceability while protecting 
proprietary formulations, states a report by 
HEXPOL.

Lanxess Makes a Mark at UTECH Europe

The company has introduced a wide range 
of new products for the polyurethane 
industry.

Andhra Pradesh Shows the Way to 
Industrial Progress

The Government of Andhra Pradesh, with 
the objective of promoting sustainable 
economic growth, has established the 
Andhra Pradesh Economic Development 
Board (APEDB). Chaired by Chief Minister 
N Chandrababu Naidu, it is a single 
point of contact for trade, investments, 
partnerships and collaboration in the 
state. The APEDB has organised some 
international trips such as the World 
Economic Forum in Davos and recently 
to Dubai, UAE to sign MoUs with some of 
the leading business groups. This abridged 
newsletter from the ABEDP provides an 
overview of the initiatives that have been 
undertaken so far.

Can India Have a ‘Mittelstand’ Culture?

If all of us join hands and provide support to 
our SMEs, the day is not far when we too will 
be able to create numerous global champions 
like German Mittelstand – small and medium 
enterprises – does. And this will help us 
generate much needed employment, develop 
skills for our youth and create a bright future 
for our country, writes Manoj Barve.

The Branding Equation

Branding and marketing consultant 
Nandita Khaire explains why branding 
leads to several long-term benefits.

Cobots: Revolutionizing the Indian 
Industry

In this interview with Huned Contractor, 
Universal Robots’ General Manager-South 
Asia, Pradeep David, elaborates about 
the Indian industry’s move towards 
deploying robots and cobots to help 
increase productivity and efficiency and 
how the human-robot interface is gaining 
momentum.

Calendar of events and trade shows in the 
forthcoming months
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